After PE Interest, Agri-logistics Firm
Sohan Lal Takes Warehouses to Malawi
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Kolkata: Sohan Lal Commodity
Management — an agri-logistics
firm that has attracted private-
equity investment from Nexus
Venture Partners, Mayfleld
Fund, Everstone Capital Ven-
ture and ICICI Bank's EIF Fund -
is planning to enter Malawli in
Africatosetupcommodity ware-
houses and storage facilities.

It has already entered Myan-
mar witha wholly owned subsid-
iary for providing agri-logistics
facilities and has tied up for col-

lateral financing
with Yoma Bank,
one of that coun-
try’slarge private-
sector banks.
“Broadly, we are
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Imports pulses from Malawli, he
salid.

In 1ts home market, the compa-

ny handles about 160 farm com-

modities including cotton, bar-
ley, bajra, castor seeds, wheat,
pulses, maize, spices and aloe ve-
ra through a network of more
than 710 warehouses and 15 cold
storages across 17 states. “We
have handled a throughput of
240 million tonnes of agri com-
modities. Our plan is to have a
network of 1,500 warehouses in
two to three years’ time. We have
the ability to operate any ware-
house agnostic to infrastruc-
ture, location and weather pat-
tern across any Kkind of
agriculture crop,” Sabharwal
sald.

The company has provided ser-

vices to Ruchi group, Madhya
Pradesh Warehousing and Lo-
gistics Corporation, Glencore
and Sharp among others. The
private-equity partners who
have put inz150 crore in the com-
pany currently hold a 74% stake
in it. “The PEs have no plan to ex-
it our company,” the CEO said.
The company’s non-bank fi-
nance arm, Kissandhan that of-
fers financing solutions for agri
commodities, has disbursed
more than 2130 crore in the first
elght months since its inception,
withloansaveraging22.5 crore.
The unit plans to disburse 2500
crore in the nextone totwo years.



Agri-logistics Firm
Sohan Lal Takes
Warehouses

to Malawi

Sutanuka.Ghosal
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Sohan Lal Commodlty
Management - an agri-logistics firm
that has attracted private-equity in-
vestment from Nexus Venture Part-
ners, Mayfleld Fund, Everstone Capl-
tal Venture and ICICI Bank's EIF
Fund -1s planning to enter Malawl in
Africa to set up commodity ware-
houses and storagefacilities.

It has already entered Myanmar
with a wholly owned subsidlary for
providingagri-logistics facilitiesand
has ted up for collateral financing
with Yoma Bank, one of that coun-
try'slarge private-sector banks.

“Broadly, wearelookingat those na-
tions from where India Imports agri
commodities,” sald group Chief Ex-
ecutive Sandeep Sabharwal. India
Imports pulses from Malawl, he said.

In its home market, the company
handles about 160 farm commodities
mcluding cotton, barley, bajra, castor
seeds, wheat, pulses, maize, spices
and aloe vera through a network of
morethan 710 warehousesand 15 cold
storages across 17 states. “We have
handled a throughput of 240 million
tonnesof agricommodities, Our plan
is to have a network of 1,500 ware-
houses intwo to three years’ time. We
have the ability to operate any ware-
house agnostic to Infrastructure, lo-
cation and weather pattern across
any kind of agriculture crop,” Sab-
harwalsatd.

‘The company has provided services
to Ruchl group, Madhya Pradesh
Warehousing and Logistics Corpora-
tlon, Glencore and Sharp among oth-
ers. The private-equity pariners who
have put in ¥150 crare in the company
currently hold a 74% stake in it. “The
PEs have no plan to exit our compa-
ny,"the CEOsaid.

The company’s non-bank finance
arm, Kissandhan that offers financ-
ing solutions for agrl commodities,
hasdisbursed more thanz130crore in
the first elght months sinee 1ts incep-
tlon, with loans averaging2.5 erore.

Theunit plans todisburse 2500 crore
in thenext one to two years.
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